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CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
BUREAU OF FIREARMS 

Handgun Safety Certificate Program  
Certified Instructor Application

A. Applicant Information
Last Name: First Name: Middle Name:

Residence Street Address: City: State: Zip Code:

Mailing Address (if different): City: State: Zip Code:

Date of Birth (mm/dd/yyyy): CA Driver License or Identification Card Number: Sex: Phone No. (include area code):

The attached certification represents my qualification 
under Penal Code section 31635, subdivision (b).

Enter Qualification (required qualifications listed below):

Please select one of the following:

I currently possess a valid Certificate of Eligibility (COE)  
(enter information below, no fee is required).

  
  
        or

Enclosed is a $14.00 non-refundable fee 
payable to the Department of Justice

COE Number: Expiration Date (mm/dd/yyyy):

B. Declaration
I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the foregoing is true and correct.  I understand that the Department of Justice 
(DOJ) has no responsibility for insurance coverage for myself, my students, my classes, my courses, or my oversight of handgun safety demonstrations.  If I 
do not have a valid or pending COE, I understand that a firearms eligibility check may be conducted on me during this application process and I expressly 
authorize DOJ to make this check.  I understand that information submitted by me for approval as a DOJ Certified Instructor is a matter of public record.  I 
understand that I must renew my application to be a DOJ Certified Instructor every five years.  I agree to comply with the Handgun Safety Certificate (HSC) 
Program guidelines, procedures, and legal requirements as specified in the applicable statutes and the HSC Certified Instructor Manual.  I declare that I am 
not addicted to the use of any narcotic drug and that I am familiar with the list of prohibiting offenses and nothing would preclude me from possessing a 
firearm. 

Signature Date
Pursuant to Penal Code section 31635 subdivision (b), DOJ Instructor Certification requires training and certification from one of 
the following:  
• Department of Consumer Affairs, State of California - Firearm Training Instructor. 
• Director of Civilian Marksmanship, Instructor or Rangemaster. 
• Federal Government, Certified Rangemaster or Firearm Instructor. 
• Federal Law Enforcement Training Center, Firearm Instructor Training Program or Rangemaster. 
• United States Military, Occupational Specialty (MOS) as marksmanship or firearms instructor.  Assignment as Range Officer or Safety  
  Officer is not sufficient. 
• National Rifle Association-Certified Instructor, Law Enforcement Instructor, Rangemaster, or Training Counselor. 
• Commission on Peace Officer Standards and Training, State of California-Firearm Instructor or Rangemaster. 
• Authorization from a State of California accredited school to teach a firearms training course. 
• Training deemed equivalent by DOJ. 
  
NOTE:  Only DOJ Certified Instructors may order HSC tests and Handgun Safety Certificates, and oversee the handgun safe 
handling demonstration.  (Pen. Code, §§ 26850, subd. (a) & (b), 26853, 26856, & 26859.) 
  
If you have any questions regarding the HSC Program, please contact the Firearms Safety and Regulatory Section at (916) 227-3750. 
  

Mail completed form and all required attachments to: 
California Department of Justice 

Bureau of Firearms - HSC 
P.O. Box 160367 

SACRAMENTO, CA 95816-0367 
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A. Applicant Information
The attached certification represents my qualification under Penal Code section 31635, subdivision (b).
Please select one of the following:
 
 
        or
B. Declaration
I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the foregoing is true and correct.  I understand that the Department of Justice (DOJ) has no responsibility for insurance coverage for myself, my students, my classes, my courses, or my oversight of handgun safety demonstrations.  If I do not have a valid or pending COE, I understand that a firearms eligibility check may be conducted on me during this application process and I expressly authorize DOJ to make this check.  I understand that information submitted by me for approval as a DOJ Certified Instructor is a matter of public record.  I understand that I must renew my application to be a DOJ Certified Instructor every five years.  I agree to comply with the Handgun Safety Certificate (HSC) Program guidelines, procedures, and legal requirements as specified in the applicable statutes and the HSC Certified Instructor Manual.  I declare that I am not addicted to the use of any narcotic drug and that I am familiar with the list of prohibiting offenses and nothing would preclude me from possessing a firearm. 
Pursuant to Penal Code section 31635 subdivision (b), DOJ Instructor Certification requires training and certification from one of the following: 
• Department of Consumer Affairs, State of California - Firearm Training Instructor.
• Director of Civilian Marksmanship, Instructor or Rangemaster.
• Federal Government, Certified Rangemaster or Firearm Instructor.
• Federal Law Enforcement Training Center, Firearm Instructor Training Program or Rangemaster.
• United States Military, Occupational Specialty (MOS) as marksmanship or firearms instructor.  Assignment as Range Officer or Safety 
  Officer is not sufficient.
• National Rifle Association-Certified Instructor, Law Enforcement Instructor, Rangemaster, or Training Counselor.
• Commission on Peace Officer Standards and Training, State of California-Firearm Instructor or Rangemaster.
• Authorization from a State of California accredited school to teach a firearms training course.
• Training deemed equivalent by DOJ.
 
NOTE:  Only DOJ Certified Instructors may order HSC tests and Handgun Safety Certificates, and oversee the handgun safe handling demonstration.  (Pen. Code, §§ 26850, subd. (a) & (b), 26853, 26856, & 26859.)
 
If you have any questions regarding the HSC Program, please contact the Firearms Safety and Regulatory Section at (916) 227-3750.
 
Mail completed form and all required attachments to:
California Department of Justice
Bureau of Firearms - HSC
P.O. Box 160367
SACRAMENTO, CA 95816-0367
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